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Biological Inventory Team Searches 
For Connecticut River Treasures | 


Biological treasures found within the lower Connecticut | Executive Director for the Connecticut Chapter. | 
River watershed, its tributaries and adjacent upland areas, "Knowledge and current status of these ecologically im- 
will be inventoried this summer by the Connecticut Chap-_| portant habitats and species is necessary if we are to effec- 


ter of the Nature Conservancy. Already, the team of scien- | tively protect this ecosystem in the face of advancing 
tists, led by Dr. Juliana Barrett, plant ecologist and leader =| human development," he continued. 
of the Fairfield County inventory , As part of the inventory 


conducted last year, has made | 


some exciting discoveries. 

Five rare plants have been 
either found or relocated since 
field work began in late spring. 
Of significance is the rediscovery 
of a rare orchid, dragon's mouth, 
16 plants of which were found 
at a site not visited since 1982. 
Other rare plants foundinclude 
mountain spleenwort, a fern; 
golden club, a freshwater plant; 
and mudwort, found along brack- 
ish shores. Anew osprey nesting 
area has been sited along the 
lower Connecticut River and 
several northern leopard frogs 
were located. 

In total, this extensive inven- 
tory is planned to encompass the 
Connecticut River watershed 
area from the Portland narrows 
down to Long Island Sound. | 
The survey will focus on specific 
rare species and important 
natural communities, to eventu- 


process, all updated information 
is added to the state's Natural | 
Diversity Data Base, managed 
by the Department of Environ- 
mental Protection. This infor- 
mation helps the State, as well 
as the Conservancy, establish 
protection priorities for any 
critical natural areas that are 
identified. Long-range conser- 
vation plans can then be estab- 
lished, including the protection 
of "buffer land" around these 
critical sites. This planning will 
x | help ensure the long-term via- 
» | bility and health of the ecosys- 
tem we are seeking to protect. 
In assembling the inventory | 
team, varied areas of scientific 
concentration were taken into 
consideration. Juliana Barrett, 
a as team leader and plant ecolo- 
| gist, will coordinate and direct 
| the inventory's overall focus. 
| Margaret Ardwin, botanist, will 
concentrate on the search for 


~ : 


| 
| 
| 
| 


ally provide a more complete rare and endangered plants. 

picture of the status of natural areas along the lower part of I Leuti Bevier, ornithologist, will focus on birds and bird 

the Connecticut River. The inventory is expected to take habitat. Herpetologist, Hank Gruner, will be looking for (OH 

two years to complete. | reptiles and amphibians, while Richard Packauskas, ento-  /lo. 
"This field survey of the lower Connecticut River estuary | mologist, will be examining insect populations found E 


within the area. ( continued on page 2) 3" 


is one of the Chapter's top priorities," said Les Corey, 
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FROM THE LAND 


CHARTING “OUR COURSE 


harting the conservation 

course for TNC is not an 

easy task. Difficult choices 

are made daily as to where 
we must deploy scarce Conservancy 
resources to achieve our goal of pre- 
serving natural diversity. 

The Conservancy's mission has an 
unrelenting urgency to it. Time is 
short. Vital habitats and ecosystems 
are being destroyed at an accelerating 
rate and once lost, these places can 
never be re-created. 

In Connecticut, TNC relies on the 
Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) through the Natu- 
ral Diversity Data Base to help estab- 
lish our priority sites. Special "score- 
card" meetings are held each winter 
where TNC and DEP scientists rank 
all of the natural heritage sites in 
Connecticut in order of their ecologi- 
cal importance and threats to their 
preservation. As new significant sites 
are discovered, they are added to the 
list, fully protected sites are removed. 

Today Connecticut's "scorecard" 
has 261 sites on it. With the size of our 
current staff we're able to pursue pres- 
ervation efforts at 30-40 sites simulta- 
neously. Rarely are we able to move 
down the list sequentially. Within the 
confines of this preservation priority 
list, the Conservancy acts where op- 
portunities for protection are possible. 

Site protection alone is not enough. 
Escalating development and pollution 
threats have motivated TNC to exam- 
ine our preservation strategies and 
adjust our site selection process to 
include entire ecosystems. Our widen- 
ing land preservation expertise and 
financial resources allow us to now 
expand our conservation agenda to 
include much larger projects encom- 
passing broader landscape areas. 


“As our knowledge of the 
functioning of ecosystems 
improves, we recognize that, — 
in many instances, protection 
of both the physical andthe 
biological processes are essential 
to the preservation of species 
and natural communities.” 


As our knowledge of the function- 
ing of ecosystems improves, we recog- 
nize that, in many instances, protec- 
tion of both the physical and the bio- 
logical processes are essential to the 
preservation of species and natural 


communities. Human pressures out- 
side our preserves are ever present 
and, in order to sustain the natural 
diversity we are working to protect, 
bigger is, more often than not, better. 

The Connecticut River Protection 
Program is one example of how TNC 
is evolving towards an ecosystem ori- 
entation for preserve design. Else- 
where in this newsletter you'll read 
about the efforts of TNC field biolo- 
gists to inventory and map the impor- 
tant biological resources in the Con- 


necticut River estuary. This intensive | 


field investigation will aid our efforts 
in preparing a more holistic preserve 
design for this important ecosystem. 

So, where does that leave our 
charted course for TNC efforts in 
Connecticut? Where a preserve will 
do the job, we'll continue to aggres- 
sively save those critical scorecard 
sites. However, with improved skills 
and resources, a few major ecosystem 
scale projects will be launched in 
Connecticut over the next several 
years to save larger, self-sustaining 
natural systems. TNC natural area 
preserves and healthy functioning 
landscapes will make an important 
contribution towards saving Con- 
necticut's most vital ecological re- 
sources. 


Les Corey 
Executive Director 


Connecticut River 

(cont. from page 1) 

The actual inventory process is like a 
treasure hunt. Scientists decipher notes, 
maps and data that may be over 50 
years old, searching for clues so they 
can plot their course of action. They 
then go out into the field, through 
thickly wooded forests, or wallowing up 
to their knees in swampland, in hopes 
of finding the object of their quest. 

To improve the odds of finding eco- 
logical treasures, the team will first 
establish areas of inventory concentra- 
tion based on an analysis of geologic, 
topographic and soil data. Smaller, sub- 
categories or "landscape units", are then 
identified based on further differences 
in local climate, geography and the types 
of vegetation found there. Ultimately, 
this systematic evaluation covers a 
broad range of habitats. Selected inven- 
tory sites, therefore, will be biologically 
different from each other, increasing 
the chances of finding a variety of rare 
and endangered species or ecologically 
significant communities. 

Within the lower Connecticut 
River, fresh and salt water marshes will 
be examined. Both of these areas 
harbor an extremely diverse array of 
flora and fauna, much of it considered 
rare and endangered. Upland areas, in- 
cluding Connecticut River tributaries, 
river shores, swamps, and thickly 
forested locations will also be studied. 

Species to be surveyed include birds; 
such as least terns, royal terns, osprey, 
willets and rails, as well as inland aca- 
dian flycatchers and cerulean warblers. 
Amphibians such as the eastern spade- 
foot toad, reptiles like the diamondback 
terrapin and rare plants including the 
seabeach sandwort, Small's yellow-eyed 
grass, and the elusive putty-root, an 
orchid found in rich woodland areas, 
will hopefully be located. 

As indicated, the range of this survey 
is vast and designed to maximize our 
resources while providing us with ex- 
tremely valuable information. It is an 
exciting step as part of our ongoing 
commitment to protect the most 
significant natural areas along the 
Connecticut River. 


(Cover Photo: Joe Tabacca/Reproduced with permission of The Hartford Courant) 
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A thorough inventory such as this 
is an expensive undertaking. Our fun- 
draising goal for the two year project | 
is $150,000, most of which will be | 
sought from private donations. Be- 
cause of the importance of this pro- | 
ject, however, it is hoped that addi- 
tional funding will come from groups 
and local communities for whom this 
information will be used as a valuable 
planning tool. Please contact Les | 
Corey at Connecticut Chapter head- 
quarters for additional information. # | 


Costa Rican Park Aided by 


Connecticut Chapter 


In this age of increasing destruction 


| of rainforests, The Nature Conser- 


vancy is responding to the increased 
need for habitat protection in a big 
way. A $25,000 grant from the Con- 


| necticut Chapter recently helped to 
_ secure the preservation of Tortuguero 


National Park, approximately 47,000 
acres and located in the northwest 


corner of Costa Rica on the Gulf coast. 
Tortuguero, one of the wettest reg- 
ions in Costa Rica, is a vast, flat allu- 
vial floodplain. It is the most impor- 
tant nesting site in the western half of 
the Caribbean for the green sea turtle. 
In addition, ocelot, kinkajou, white- 
faced spider and howler monkeys, the 
fishing bulldog bat, many reptile 


search for rare plants 
§ along the Connecticut 
River. 
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freshwater tidal wetlands, 
brackish tidal wetlands 
-and salt marshes 
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species, and a recorded 309 species of 
birds make their home in the forests 
of Tortuguero. 

Significantly, Tortuguero is sepa- 
rated from another protected area, the 
| Barra del Colorado National Wildlife 
| Refuge (23,000 acres), by only a few 
miles. Current plans are in place for 
| the Caribbean Conservation Corps 
| and Costa Rica's Ministry of Natural 
| Resources to work together to create a 
| 10 kilometer corridor that would allow 
wildlife to move freely back and forth 
between these two protected areas. 

Overlooking Tortuguero's brackish 
_ lagoon, lush tropical forest, and ex- 
pansive beaches where turtles come to 
deposit their eggs is Tortuguero Hill. 
Tortuguero Hill, at the mouth of the 
Tortuguero River, is the keystone to 
this proposed corridor and is now for 
_ sale. With the funding from the Con- 
necticut Chapter, combined with 
other donations, the National Parks 
Foundation will now move forward 
with the purchase, blocking develop- 
ers who were ready to acquire this land. 

Bob Wells, on behalf of TNC and 
| the National Parks Foundation nego- 
tiated a purchase price for the entire 
200 acres of $57,000, an incredibly 
low $250 per acre. We are extremely 
grateful to all of our Chapter members 
who supported the Conservancy's 
international efforts last year and suc- 
ceeded in raising over $45,000 for this 
and other equally significant Latin 
American land protection projects. 

Les Corey, Executive Director of 
the Connecticut Chapter, commented 
"Having travelled to Costa Rica this 
past winter, I can personally attest to 


| the ecological significance of this 
|| project. I am proud that the Chapter 
| will continue to be a leader in sup- 


| porting the Conservancy's global con- 
servation mission." #* 


(Photo courtesy of Tom Beers) 
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Below: Late in May, four volunteers 
joined staff members at Bauer 
Woods in the removal of bush 
honeysuckle. For the third straight 
year, crews have pruned back this 
invasive non-native shrub to keep it 
from shading out the native plants at 
this site. Photographed below are 
Rachel Aptekar, Stewardship 
Assistant who is leaving TNC to 
return to school, and volunteer Tom 
Matthews from Trumbull. 


Bottom Left: Joyce Hemingson 
surveys Bauer Woods in Lime Rock 
for rare plants during her work this 
summer. 


Bottom Right: From left to right, 
Laurie Sanders, Geoffrey Hammer- 
son and Joyce Hemingson will be 
updating records of rare species of 
plants and animals at Conservancy 
preserves across the State this 
summer. 

v 


(Photos courtesy of Beth Lapin) 


Preserve Monitoring 


— A Full Time Job 


As part of The Nature Conservancy's 
mission to preserve and protect 
natural diversity, the majority of our 
preserves are unique natural areas 
that contain rare and endangered 
species. Having obtained ownership 
of these lands is often not enough, 
however, if we are to truly protect 
these species. We need to keep these 
places free from a range of potentially 
damaging threats which means, we 
need to keep watch over all of our 
preserves. Stewardship of a preserve 
requires a constant vigil. 

We firmly believe that it is the 
Conservancy's ongoing responsibility 
to ascertain the status of the popula- 
tions of these species within the Con- 
servancy's land holdings. Accom- 
plished through a variety of methods, 
the Conservancy has historically con- 
ducted summer monitoring programs. 
The most well known of these is the 
piping plover inventories conducted 
annually at Griswold Point. 

This summer, as part of this stew- 
ardship process, three field biologists 
have been hired to check on other 
plants and animals on Conservancy 
lands throughout Connecticut. Our 
goal this year is to locate rare species 
at Conservancy owned sites and in 
particular to search for species in 
these areas that have not been seen 
since 1985. 

The botanical work is being shared 
by Laurie Sanders and Joyce Heming- 


son. Laurie has conducted botanical 
surveys in her home town of Cheshire 
and also at Bluff Head at Guilford. 
Joyce has a Ph.D. in Botany from the 
University of Connecticut. Both 
Joyce and Laurie are quite active in 
the Connecticut Botanical Society. 

In addition to looking for rare 
plant localities, Laurie will also be 
updating information on a number of 
previously surveyed plots. These 
updates will help us to determine the 
change in vegetation, many areas of 
which haven't been sampled in the 
past ten years. 

Zoological work on the preserves 
will be conducted by Geoff Hammer- 
son, a TNC employee who works for 
the Eastern Regional Office. Geoff 
will be focusing on updating records 
of amphibians, reptiles and birds in 
the northwest corner of the state. 

The work these three are doing 
will provide an important database 
for the Conservancy. It is crucial 
that we keep ourselves up-to-date on 
the presence and relative health of 
the species and communities that 
inhabit the lands we protect. 

Once we have gathered this 
baseline data (number of flowering 
individuals, number of seeds, times of 
flowering, number of eggs per young, 
etc.), the Conservancy can then 
establish what kind of management is 
required to maintain a healthy viable 
population at a particular site. # 
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Summer Wardens 


Every summer a crew of devoted 
summer wardens protect a number of 
Conservancy preserves from inappro- 
priate human use. 

At Griswold Point in Old Lyme, 
warden Zee Sarr is spending her 
second summer diligently monitoring 
least tern and piping plover nests. 
Her work includes protecting the 
birds from people, dogs, animal 
predators and high tides. Zee's acute 
observations have allowed her to 
eliminate threats to the preserve 
before any damage has been done. 
Last year three pairs of piping plovers 
at Griswold Point fledged 13 young. 
This was the second highest rate of 
fledgling success of all the beaches in 
Connecticut. 

At Pattagansett Marshes in East 
Lyme Jonathan Kusman has returned 
for a second summer as Conservancy 
warden. Jonathan maintains the 
area, provides information for the 
public, and keeps visitors out of 
restricted areas. 

Byram River Gorge in Greenwich 
will again be expertly patrolled by 
Tom Cox, who has completed over a 
decade of surveillance of the area. 


Our thanks to all of these capable 
people who are returning to the 
Conservancy team, and who are 
contributing towards finding a 
balance between protecting the 
natural resources and providing the 
public with educational and recrea- 
tional opportunities. 


New Conservation Research 
Program Announced 


The Connecticut Chapter announces 
the trial establishment of a new Con- 
servation Biology Research Program 
to be launched in 1990. The intent of 
this program is to promote basic 
research on rare and endangered 
species, communities, habitats and 
ecosystems, and to advance the con- 
servation of biological diversity with- 
in the State of Connecticut. Research 
for this program will not be restricted 
to TNC preserves, but conservation 
priorities of the Connecticut Chapter 
will be important criteria in the 
evaluation of proposed research. 
Through this program, a successful 
candidate will be paid $3,000 in 
salary and up to $2,000 in docu- 
mented expenses each year, for up to 
3 years. One award will be made this 


year, with a continuation for two ad- 
ditional years depending on successful 
review of progress. A more complete 
description of the program will be 
available in September. 

Our thanks to Dr. Peter Rich, 
University of Connecticut and Dr. 
Sarah Richards, Connecticut Chapter 
Trustees, and other members of the 
Science and Stewardship Committee, 
who all worked so hard to design this 
program. Without their tireless com- 
mitment to promoting this idea, it 
may never have blossomed. 

Anyone wishing a copy should 
send a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope to: Conservation Biology 
Research Program, The Nature Con- 
servancy, 55 High Street, Middle- 
town, CT 06457. # 


Griswold Point work party volun- 
teers constructing fence at Griswold 
Point in Old Lyme to protect nesting 
piping plovers and least terns. 

< 


"To Save a River" 
Slide Show Available 


For Your Organization 


For more information about how 
your group can see this show, 
contact Bill Reed or Dorothy 
Millen at the Chapter office. 


(Photo courtesy of Martha Bennitt) 
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The Nature Conservancy 
At Wor 


Worldwide Connecticut 


Completed Land 10,385 586 


Transactions 
Total Acres Saved 5,040,563* 23,657 


Tracts Registered 2285160) = 22,532 


(acres) 
Tradeland Tracts 964 13 
Received 
Members 533,460 13,756 
Corporate Associates 285 15 


* Includes Registered properties 


Meeting at Cathedral Pines from | 
left to right, Chris Peterson, 

Tom Siccama, Susan Cooley, 

Sally Richards and Julie Tritschler 
discuss research plans. 
v 


Natural Revegetation of 


Cathedral Pines to be Studied 


As reported in previous issues of 
"From The Land", the blowdown of 
our Cathedral Pines Preserve will 
provide scientists with a valuable 
firsthand opportunity to observe the 
natural revegetation process at work. 
Beginning this summer, three re- 
searchers working under the Conser- 
vancy's Small Grant Program will be 
studying Cathedral Pines, each with a 
specific focus in mind. 

As important as the various areas 
of study, each researcher is affiliated 
with a different supervising university 
(Yale, Harvard and Rutgers). Through 
the involvement of these universities, 
the Conservancy will gain valuable 
insights into the whole revegetation 
process. 

Julie Tritschler, a student with 
Tom Sicamma at Yale University, 
will be looking at some of the vegeta- 
tion plots that were set up at Cathe- 
dral Pines back in the 1950's and 
comparing that data to information 
on the current condition of the pre- 
serve. She will be noting changes in 
vegetation due to the blowdown 
while also analyzing the composition 
of the remaining old-growth forest. 


Julie's description of Cathedral Pines 
in its current state is critical as it will 
serve as a baseline for future research. 
In fact, through preliminary soil 
analysis she has concluded that the 
amount of lead in the soils at Cathe- 
dral Pines has decreased compared to 
previous years, possibly because of the 
declining use of leaded gasoline. This 
is a positive step forward for the envi- 
ronment. 

Chris Peterson, of Rutgers Univer- 
sity and the Carey Arboretum, will be 
looking at revegetation and regenera- 
tion. He is most interested in seeing 
what types of seeds will germinate in 
the blowdown area that has been left 
untouched, compared with what 
might regenerate in the cleared area. 
He will be studying what seeds blow 
into the area, what seeds are already 
in the soil and what other changes 
may occur in the vegetation. 

Scott Navitsky, the third resear- 
cher at Cathedral Pines is working 
under the direction of David Foster of 
the Harvard Forest School. Scott is 
most interested in the possible history 
of fire and its role at Cathedral Pines 
and is studying a large number of soil 
cores to determine this. He also is 
investigating the land use history of 
this area and is analyzing a number of 
tree slices to determine the age and 
growth pattern of the trees that had 
been at Cathedral Pines. 

The Conservancy is very pleased 
to be working with these three re- 
searchers and their distinguished uni- 
versities. We expect this research to 
continue over a number of years and 
to provide us with details on the 
natural process of old growth forests. 
Current data is so scarce, that the 
new data compiled will be a great 
bonus to the world of natural science. # 


(Photo courtesy of Beth Lapin) 
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Floristic Studies Continue 


Martha Cushman has begun her third 
year of study of spreading globeflower, 
Trollius laxus, in northwest Connec- 
ticut. Martha has been monitoring 
a number of these plants and their 
reproductive success in two different 
sites. Her dedication and willingness 
to do this work in all kinds of weather 
and conditions is greatly appreciated. 
Karen Sexton is in her third year 
of studying yellow fringed orchids. 
At one main site, she will be count- 
ing orchids and determining what 
percentage of them are flowering. 


We are pleased that Karen is continu- 
ing her work this year. It often takes 
many years of observations and data 
collection to gain an understanding 
of a species’ biology. 

A new project this year will be 
initiated by Bob Moeller of Sharon. 
He will be performing a vegetational 
inventory of a small prairie-type 
environment. We hope to gain 
insight in to the needs of this natural 
community, including any appropri- 
ate management requirements. 


Globally Rare Tiger Beetle Alive 


and Well in Connecticut 


The Puritan Tiger Beetle, Cicindela 
puritana, is a globally rare beetle 

that has been rediscovered in Con- 
necticut by Dr. Phil Nothnagle, a 
Vermont biologist working with The 
Nature Conservancy under a Small 
Grants program. 

Found only in the eastern United 
States, the beetle was thought to be 
in such serious danger that it was 
expected to be added to the federal 
endangered species list in 1990. Its 
decline is primarily due to known 
habitat degradation and destruction, 
however, this most recent discovery 
located the greatest number of beetles 
yet known in the Northeast. 

Previous to this discovery, beetle 
populations had been verified only 
along the Connecticut River in New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, and Con- 
necticut, and in the Chesapeake Bay 
in Maryland. Historical populations 
of the beetle in New Hampshire have 
not been reconfirmed in recent years 
and appear to have been lost because 
of dam construction. Some sites in 
Massachusetts have also been lost to 
habitat destruction through urbaniza- 
tion, while others support very low 
populations and are subject to 
considerable recreational activity. 


Dr. Nothnagle, began to investi- 
gate puritan beetle sites in Connecti- 
cut in 1989 while working under a 
grant from the Eastern Regional 
Office of TNC. This year, Phil will 
be continuing his study in more 
detail. Specifically, he is working 
under Small Grants from both the 
Massachusetts Heritage Program and 
the Connecticut Chapter of The 
Nature Conservancy. 

This summer, Phil will try and cal- 
culate the number of adults found at 
this important Connecticut site. In 
addition, he hopes to gain a better 
understanding of the beetles! seasonal 
pattern of activity, as well as locate 
their larvae and identify their periods 
of activity, and record his observa- 
tions as to the degree of human 
activity at the site. 

All of this data will help assess 
the current status of the species, the 
threats to it, provide insight into 
development of a Recovery Plan by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
and will provide management recom- 
mendations for these sites. # 


A 

Top: Spreading globe flower is 
found only in a handful of locations 
in Connecticut although it is more 
common elsewhere in its range. It 


is found in cold alkaline wetlands. 


Above: Yellow fringed orchids are 


| found in damp open areas. One of 


our Connecticut populations appears 
to be the largest in the East. 
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Conservancy 
Receives First 
Land Gift in 
Lebanon 


Several years ago, Mary Carnwath 
and John Callender approached 
the Connecticut Chapter because 
they wanted to leave property 
they had in Lebanon, CT to TNC 
in their will. 

This past year, John and Mary 
decided they could no longer 
keep up with the rigors of main- 
taining this property and reluc- 
tantly decided to sell their house. 
Protection of their land was very 
important to them, and to us, 
since their property contains a 
magnificent stand of wildflowers 
with mixed woodland and wet- 
land areas. 

With a lot of forethought and 
careful planning, the house and 
five acres were surveyed out of 
the large parcel. The house was 
sold to a young couple and The 
Nature Conservancy received a 
gift of the remaining 66.47 acres, 
creating the first Connecticut 
Chapter Preserve in the town of 
Lebanon. 

Mary and John will miss their 
woods and wetlands with its mag- 
nificent stands of wildflowers. A 
great sense of satisfaction prevails, 
however, in that they leave their 
home in Lebanon knowing that 
their desire to protect their land 
has come true. 


From The Land ¥ 


Published quarterly for 
the members of the 
Connecticut Chapter of 
The Nature Conservancy. 


Design: Pollard Design 
Contributing Writers: Connecticut 
Chapter Staff 


T 


34 Acres Added to 


Robbins Swamp Preserve 


Robbins Swamp, in Canaan, Con- 
necticut, is one of the State's most 
unique wetlands and the site of a 
recent purchase by the Connecticut 
Chapter. After months of negotia- 
tion, The Nature Conservancy 
acquired 34 acres from the Stone 
estate at the much reduced cost of 
$12,000. This parcel abuts an earlier 
gift from Louise Parsons Stanton and 
is located between the railroad and 
swamp brook, bringing the total 
number of Conservancy owned acres 
at Robbin Swamp to over 130 acres. 
Robbins Swamp is the largest 
inland wetland in Connecticut and 


contains portions of a fine example of 
a calcareous fen and seepage swamp. 
It supports a wide variety of plant 

and animal habitat and contains a 
number of rare plant species includ- 
ing northern white cedar, chestnut- 
colored sedge, and bur oak. 

A fundraising goal of $15,200, 
including closing costs and steward- 
ship endowment, has been estab- 
lished for this acquisition. Les Corey, 
Executive Director commented, "A 
price of $353 per acre is incredible 
considering these wetlands are of 
such extraordinary ecological value. 
We are extremely pleased." # 


71,000 Acres Protected on Earth Day 


The Nature Conservancy celebrated 
the 20th anniversary of Earth Day in 
more ways than one. In fact, we cele- 
brated it in 71,000 ways across the 
United States. Through the efforts of 
all 50 states, TNC protected 71,000 
acres in one giant land protection 
sweep on Earth Day, April 22, 1990. 

As Connecticut's contribution to 
Earth Day, the Chapter announced a 
land gift, protecting 11 acres of 
marshland at Lord Cove in Lyme. 
Mr. Samuel L. Metcalfe, Jr., donated 
two parcels of land that will be added 
to the existing 169 acre Lord Cove 
Preserve. This is a priority site in 
The Nature Conservancy's Connecti- 
cut River Protection Program. 

Lord Cove, an ecologically impor- 
tant brackish tidal marsh along the 
lower Connecticut River, is bordered 
on one side by the Connecticut River 
and on the other side by Lord Creek. 
Well-known to bird enthusiasts, the 
area is a good place to view herons, 
ducks, geese, rails, egrets, and osprey 
during the late spring and summer. 
Bald eagles can also be seen in the 
vicinity during the winter months. 

Mr. Metcalfe, who was introduced 
to the Conservancy when he was 
asked to participate in the Registry 
program in 1988, is a former resident 
of Lyme, and now resides in Virginia. 


He was pleased to be able to increase 
the amount of permanently protected 
TNC land in the Lord Cove marshes. 

Of importance to the continued 
progress of the Connecticut River 
Protection Program was the pledged 
donation of 90 acres in New Hamp- 
shire containing the Fourth Con- 
necticut Lake, at the headwaters of 
the Connecticut River. This land was 
donated by Champion International 
Corporation of Stamford, and was 
given to the New Hampshire Chapter 
in support of their efforts to protect 
the Connecticut River. 

Other acquisitions across the U.S. 
included a variety of exciting projects 
such as the purchase of a 23,000 acre 
ranch in California to protect a 
myriad of rare species, the registry of 
a 12,000 acre swamp in Lousiana 
containing cypress and tupelo, and 
the purchase of 9,272 acres in Missis- 
sippi that is prime habitat for mallard 


and wood ducks. #& 
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a Pictured Above: Mr. Austin Dunham Barney, II (center), Connecticut Chapter Trustee, 


receiving a $5000 contribution from Mr. Richard Cole, Director of Contributions and 
Corporate Affairs, and Ms. Lisa Szewczul, Director of Human and Natural Resource 
Protection, of United Technologies Corporation. 


M E M B E R 


In December of 1988, we recieved a 
letter with a beautiful photograph of 
a ruby-throated hummingbird from 
one of our members, Tom Beers. 
Tom's love for nature and photogra- 
phy was certainly evident to us as 
we read his letter and we immedi- 
ately responded to his offer to help 
us in photographing our preserves. 

Tom's expertise as an accom- 
plished, professional nature photog- 
rapher, has helped the Connecticut 
Chapter capture the visual essence 
of many of our preserves. A true 
outdoorsman, Tom prefers photo- 
graphing landscapes and works both 
in black and white and color. He 
tries hard to capture what he feels is 
| that one subtlety that touches you 
as you walk or canoe through a 
preserve. 

Any of you who have enjoyed 
Tom's photos know that he is 
| successful at making our preserves 
"come-to-life" . In fact, he does this 
so well we use his photographs for 
| a variety of purposes ranging from 
our newsletter to other printed 
brochures, the media and as cere- 
monial presentations. 

Tom and his family live in Old 
Lyme near TNC's Griswold Point 


Ss N I Cc H E 


Preserve. He has backpacked 
throughout much of the U.S. and 
has been a Connecticut Acorn 
member for the past two years. 

We are grateful to Tom for the 
time, dedication and professionalism 
he brings to each and every photo 
he composes on our behalf. How 
fortunate we are to have Tom help 
us to show the beauty of the natural 
areas we are working hard to protect. 


| Thank you. 


Our thanks to Mr. Joel Hyman 
representing Tolland Bank who 
generously gave $500 to further 
the Connecticut Chapter's 
mission. 


New Directors at 


Devil's Den 


Dr. Stephen Patton and Dr. Lise 
Hanners are the new Directors of 
The Nature Conservancy's Lucius 
Pond Ordway - Devil's Den 
Preserve in Weston and Redding. 

Devil's Den preserve is the 
largest protected tract of mature 
forest within a 50 mile radius of 
New York City and in all of 
southwest Connecticut. Within 
its boundaries are more than 20 
miles of walking trails that are 
open to the public. 

Both Lise and Stephen are 
knowledgeable ornithologist's 
with ideas about how to increase 
the Den's effectiveness as a 
research site and educational 
"outdoor classroom". We wel- 
come them to Connecticut. 

For more information on 
Devil's Den preserve, write to 
either Lise or Stephen at Devil's 
Den Preserve, Box 1162, Weston, 
CT., 06883. Or call them at 
(203) 226-4991. 


Personnel Note 


With some sadness we regret to 
announce that two of our Chap- 
ter staff will be leaving us. 

Noreen Cullen, Development 
Director for the Chapter has made 
the decision to move onward to 
the Connecticut Fund for the 
Environment and serve as their 
Executive Director. We will miss 
her but will still have the oppor- 
tunity to work closely with her in 
her new role. 

Rachel Aptekar is also leaving 
after being with the Chapter close 
to two years as Stewardship Assis- 
tant. Rachel has decided to leave 
the east coast to pursue a Masters 
Degree in Botany in California. 

They both made important 
contributions to the Connecticut 
Chapter and we wish them the 
very best in their new roles. 


(Photo courtesy of Mark McEathron) 
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GuEST SPEAKERS 
# 
William D. Blair, Jr. 


is a former State Department 


_| Official, journalist and long- 


time conservationist. President 
of The Nature Conservancy 
from 1980 to1987, Bill is also 
the author of the recently re- 
leased biography of a most 
incredibly generous supporter of 
the Conservancy, "Katharine 
Ordway, The Lady Who Saved 
The Prairies". 


Topic: 
Bill will personally reflect on 
TNC, our achievements, and 
the significance of our global 
mission. 
# 


Clifford F. Messinger 
is the current Chairman of the 
Board of Governors of The 
Nature Conservancy. A resi- 
dent of Wisconsin, Cliff is also 
Trustee and Chairman of the 
Wisconsin Chapter of TNC. 
Cliff was recently appointed by 
the Governor of Wisconsin to a 
seven-person, policy-making 
board for the Department of 
Natural Resources. 


Topic: 
Cliff will discuss the conserva- 
tion challenges facing TNC 
today, with a glimpse at what 
the future might bring. 


# 


Robert M. Schneider, Lyme, Chairman 
Austin Dunham Barney, II, West Simsbury, Vice Chairman 


(Development) 


Rufus Barringer, Lyme, Vice Chairman (Land Acquisition) 


Connecticut Chapter 
30th Anniversary & Annual Meeting 


o 


We will be hosting a very different and 
special program this year. Since it is our 
30th anniversary, we will be celebrating 
our success in style. 

Our annual meeting will he held on 
Friday, September 21, 1990 beginning at 
5:00 pm in the beautiful Glastonbury 
Hills Country Club. A breathtaking view 
of the Glastonbury Highlands project at 


Kongscut Mountain can be seen from 


the Club. 2 << : 


PROGRAM 


5:00 Arrival; Registration 


5:30 Connecticut Chapter 

Annual Business Meeting 

— Robert N. Schneider, Chairman, 
Board of Trustees 


"Year In Review" — Leslie N. Corey, Jr., 
Executive Director 


6:30 Reception (cash bar) 


7:00 30th Anniversary Dinner 


8:15 Awards Ceremony 


Special Guest Presentations: 
Dr. Richard Goodwin 
Dr. William Niering 

Featured Speakers: _ 
William D. Blair, Jr. 
Clifford F. Messinger 


Silent Auction e Hand-Made Quilt 
(see Quilt) — 


= 


NOMINATIONS TO THE CHAPTER 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


The Chapter's Nominating 
Committee recommends the 
following slate of Officers and 
Trustees as nominees to the 
Connecticut Chapter Board 
of Trustees: 


Nominated as Members of the 
Board 
For election by the general 
membership 


Mr. Raymond Albert Lamontagne, 
Wilton - President of The Encore 
Company, Inc., and President 
of Seavest Investments, Inc., 
Mr. Lamontagne served as one 
of four principal advisors to 
John D. Rockefeller, 3rd. and 
currently serves as Trustee and 
Chairman of the Finance Com- 


| mittee for The Hole in the Wall 


NOMINATED AS OFFICERS 
(one year terms) 


For election or re-election by the Board of Trustees: 


Dr. Sarah Richards, Guilford, Vice Chairman 
(Science & Stewardship) 


Gang Camp Fund. (three year 
term) 


Mrs. Patricia V. Wegner, 
Simsbury - Active in land use 
issues at the local and state 
level in Connecticut since 1976. 
Ms. Wegner was a member of 
the original Board of Trustees 
that formed the Simsbury Land 
Conservation Trust Inc., and 
later served as president from 
1979-1982 and 1983-1984. 


(three year term) 


Ms. Susan Cooley, Middletown 
(re-election) (three year term) 


Mr. Peter Cooper, New Haven 
(re-election) (three year term) 


Mr. Alexander S. Gardner, New 
Canaan (re-election) (three 
year term) 


# 


A. Eugene Billings, Norfolk, Treasurer 


Randolph K. Byers, Wilton, Secretary 
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September 15 (Saturday), 7 am 
Bird Walk 

Join the Devil's Den Preserve Directors 
in an early morning bird walk. Dr. 

Lise Hanners will be leading the hike. 
Call Devil's Den at 226-4991 for 


further information 


September 21 (Friday), 5 pm 
Connecticut Chapter Annual 
Meeting (See Article) 


October 7 (Sunday), 10 am 
Fall Leaf Walk 


Ms. June Myles will lead a fall leaf walk 
at the Katherine Ordway Preserve in 
Weston. Call Devil's Den for further 
information. 


October 13 (Saturday), 10 am 
Fall Leaf Walk 


Fred Moore, Preserve Manager, will be 
leading a fall leaf walk and tree identifi- 
cation hike at Devil's Den preserve. Call 
Devil's Den for further information. 


November 3 (Saturday) 
Eighth Annual Convocation 


of Land Trusts at University of 
Hartford, West Hartford 


Call Lesley Olsen at 344-0716 for details. 


A N N fo) U N Cc F M E N T 
# &@€N F$ AN F 
s part of the festivi- In recognition of the many 
ties of the annual hours of craftmanship that has 
meeting, and in cele- gone into the creation of this 
bration of the 30th anniversary quilt, we will be accepting 
of The Nature Conservancy, — minimum bids of $2,500 or 
40 volunteers from the Thames more. These can be made as 
River Quilters have donated closed bids prior to the annual 
over 400 hours of time to create meeting, by mailing your bid 
a beautiful, hand- to us at Chapter 
stitched quilt that headquarters no 
the Connecticut later than Septem- 
Chapter will auc- ber 20,1990. For 
tion off during the those who wish to 
annual meeting. view the quilt, it 
Estimated to be will be displayed at 
worth over $4,000 various locations. 
dollars, the quilt We wish to thank 
depicts an oak tree Cynthia Rae and all 
in the center, with the other members 
the TNC logo, robins and pine of the Thames River Quilters 
trees among the many border _ for donating their time and 
"blocks". It is a true work of efforts in making this project 
art, and a much appreciated a reality. If you would like 
and creative way of helping us _ additional information, please 
raise funds for our conserva- call Connecticut Chapter 
tion mission. headquarters at Siar ral 16. 
Me pasties Quilt Viewing Dates & Locations 
oe 3 ee 10 Peoples Bank, Ryders Landing, Stratford 
~ Aug. 10- Aug. 17 Connecticut River Museum, Essex 
Aug. 17- Aug. 24 Connecticut Science Museum, West Hartford = 
Aug. 24- Sept. 7 Maritime Center Museum, Norwalk es 
Sept. 7 - Sept. 14 Connecticut Bank & Trust, Guilford 
Sept. 14 - Sept. 21 Welles Turner Library, Glastonbury iS 
eS ORS ee &* wN # 
i ANNUAL MEETING RESERVATION FORM if 
| | Number attending ($35.00 per person for dinner) * | 
| Check for $ es is enclosed. | 
| Payable to : The Naaure CSdseivance, Connecticut Chapter. | 
7 Name of each attendee: : 
| | 
| | 
| Please Mail Reservation form to: The Nature Conservancy | 
| Connecticut Chapter, 55 High Street, Middletown, Ct 06457 | 
| RESERVATION MustT BE RECEIVED By SEPTEMBER 7TH | 
| Acknowledgement of Reservation will be mailed upon receipt | 
| * Please note that all TNC members are invited to attend the Annual Business | 
| meeting of the Connecticut Chapter at no charge. Reservations for dinner | 
L_ will be on a first come, first serve basis. ig 


Additional News 


For those of you who may have missed 
an opportunity to purchase your Earth 


Day T-Shirt, or buy an Earth Day Poster, 


there is still time. The Earth Day 20 
Committee still has a collection of Earth 
Day Memorabilia available including 
some of the popular watches, flags and 
lapel pins. For additional information 
on prices and how to order, please 
contact the Earth Day 20 Committee 

at 678-7155. 


DIRECTIONS TO 
GLASTONBURY HILLS CountRY CLUB 


From I-91 North or South, take the 
Route 3, Putnam Bridge Exit and pro- 
ceed toward Route 2 East into Glas- 
tonbury. Continue on Route 2 East to 
Exit 10. Go right off the exit and take 
a left at the stop sign onto New London 
Turnpike. You will see signs for Glas- 
tonbury Hills Country Club (GHCC) 
which will direct you to take a right off 
of New London Turnpike. By following 
the signs you will go up the hill to the 
country club. From Route 2 West, the 
directions are the same, except that you 
turn left off the exit. 
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The Nature Conservancy L l H hl h f il 989 
Comberton Chapter y €gis ative 1g 1g ts O 
55 High Street 
orci evi tre soxbeaase The Nature Conservancy and the Land Passage of this bill would have served as 
National Office: 1815 North Lynn St., Conservation Coalition for Connecticut important incentive to landowners to sell 
Arlington, VA 22209 (LCCC) were very active in the Connecti- their land at a reduced cost for conserva- 
Connecticut Chapter Staff cut General Assembly this year, promoting _ tion purposes, however, the Finance 
Leslie N. Corey, Jr. Vice President, Director various legislative proposals to save our Committee, on a voice vote, failed to 
of prop 
Carolyn K. Evans, Director of Land Protection na . : 
Beth P. Lapin, Director of Science and Stewardship vanishing open spaces. An overview of this support the proposal because of budget 
Mark H. McEathron, Director of Registry ; ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ee : ; : : 
Xandy Wilson, Office Manaser legislation is provided below: deficit concerns. This legislation will be 
Pat Anderson, Executive Assistant reintroduced next year. 
Fi edl waid ogy os areca FUNDING FOR OPEN SPACE PROTECTION - 
Martha Bennit, Receptionist : Governor O'Neill again proposed MuniciPaL NOTIFICATION OF SALE OF 
Caral Knipe, Book kstetsiglCodeurer Suinport funding $15 million in bond money for the | LAND CLASSIFIED AS FARM, FOREST, OR 
Laues Lang ois, Helene shigdoseniias Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust OPEN SPACE - 
ministrative /\ssistan' . * . . 
Dorothy A. Millen, Development/Membership Asst. Program, a top priority of TNC and LCCC. An amendment to Public Act 490, this 
pear «pen, Cand Perrection Susetetant This is the third of a five year, $100 would give municipalities advance notice 
olly Richter, Finance Manager . ‘li : delete G h bead kok bere 
million commitment made by the Governor when a landowner who has receive 
Board of Trustees dG LA bl f ial for f: f 
Ghost BM. Schiveiter, Chaindsl jase and General Assembly to protect open preferential tax assessment for farm, forest 
Austin D. Barney, II, Vice Chairman, West Simsbury space in Connecticut. or open space land, decides to sell. The 
R inger, Vice Chairman, Hadl om aa 
ee ee An annual appropiation of $15 million measure failed to pass. 
i eee pubng Tremsees, Horle for land acquisition under the Heritage 
iliam L),. Koss, Secrei , Kiverside abpe 
Randolph K. Byers, Jt, Wilton Trust Program, and another $5 million for CONNECTICUT RIVER PRESERVATION - 
P yers, Jr., 8 
ion heias origi the Municipal Grants-in-Aid Program. A bill, SB 374, introduced by Senator | 
Dr. William J. Cronon, New Haven As the session advanced, funding for the John Larson and Representative Terry | 
Mary Ann Dickinson, Middletown : ee. 58 ‘ 
‘Alenander S.-Gantucr: Neg: Cacaan Heritage Trust Program was in jeopardy and Bertinuson and enacted by the General 
Evan s. Griswold, Old Lyme was restored only due to the tremendous Assembly, establishes a Connecticut River 
th tes hin Stee efforts of LCCC members and legislative Preservation Task Force. The task force will 
aegis see — re ea leaders. Special thanks go to Representative _ establish protection priorities for the 13 
Ts. ice S. Omart, Faire: ‘ ai * . . 
Ouderl’ Tanner; New: Canaant Bill Cibes from New London for his out- Connecticut River Valley towns north of 
John A. Wilson, North Canton standing efforts to save the funding. Portland. 
<cmmanitter for bef Senecdcat River Funding for the Farmland Preservation 
Alexander S. Gardner, Chairman bce : 
Regnadi B Addetern, Cocumusniones of Apiioalliixe, Program, a priority of LCCC, was increased ACQUISITION FEEs IN LIEU OF OPEN SPACE - 
State of Connecticut from last year's $8 million to $10 million. HB 5771 passed the senate and House 
Diana ee President, Connecticut River in the last days af the session. This bill 
Foundation é : 
Leslie Carothers, Commissioner, Department of _ CapPITAL GAINS TAX EXEMPTION - will enable a municipality to allow an 
Environmental Protection, State of Connecticut . . : 
David Coffin, Chairman Dexter Conporation This proposal would exempt landowners _ applicant for a development project to pay 
Christopher J. Dodd, United States Senator : ‘ i A : : : 
T. Mitchell Ford, retired Chief Ensen ve Offices, from paying the Connecticut capital gains a fee to the town in lieu of any zoning 
Emhare Manufacturing Company tax on property sold to the state, a munici- requirement to provide open space. The 
Sam Gej , United State C : : es ee ‘ 
Moca Re Gacipead Cheditean Cacucae pality, or an IRS-designated, non-profit if fee must be deposited into a dedicated land 
Peoples Bank the property is permanently dedicated to acquisition fund. # 
Dr. John C. Gordon, Dean, Yale School of Forestry . ‘ | 
and Environmental Studies conservation purposes. 
Mrs. Astrid T. Hanzalek, Chairman, Connecticut 


River Watershed Council 
Nancy Johnson, United States Congresswoman 
Worth Loomis, President, Hartford Graduate Center 
Bruce Morrison, United States Congressman 


Peter Neill, Director, South Street Seaport Museum, N.Y. From the Land £ 

Dr. William Niering, Connecticut College Arboretum, The N Cc NON-PROFIT ORG. 
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W. Kent Olson, Past President, American Rivers 55 High St 
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Leigh H. Perkins, President, Orvis Inc. Middletown, CT 06457-3788 


Dr. Roger Tory Peterson, Ornithologist, Author, Artist 

John G. Rowland, United States Congressman 

John B. Sias, President, ABC Television Network 
Group, Capitol Cities, ABC, Inc. 

Andrew Sigler, Chairman and Chief Executive 
Officer, Champion International Corporation 

Dr. John K. Terres, Ornithologist, Author, Audubon 
Encyclopedia 


HARTFORD, CT 


Corporate Advisory Board 

Donald W. Davis, Former Chairman, The Stanley 
Works 

David E. A. Carson, President, People's Bank 

Frank J. Coyle, Former Chairman, Putnam Trust 


Company 

William B. Ellis, Chief Executive Officer, Northeast 
Utilities 

John B. Sias, President, ABC Television Network 
Group, Capitol Cities, ABC Inc. 

K. Grahame Walker, President, Dexter Corporation 

Francis M. White, Chairman, Bank of Boston, 
Connecticut 

Frank E. Wolcott III, Vice President, Investments, 
A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc. 
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